GUIDELINES FOR SETTING UP WILLS AND BEQUESTS

From time to time, parishioners remember Saint Joseph Parish in their will.  The following guidelines should be helpful for setting up wills and bequests.

If the desire is to leave an amount for masses and an amount for other parish uses, the two requests should be stated clearly and separately. The normal request for an annual anniversary Mass is a period of five years. Perpetual requests cannot be honored.

When leaving other monies to the parish, the wording in the will should be clear, but not overly specific… i.e. money could be given for church improvements, rather than for roof repairs (which may not be needed). An appropriate statement could be that money given to Saint Joseph Parish would be for maintenance of parish buildings to be used at the discretion of the current pastor or administrator.

If there are questions regarding the appropriate wording of wills and bequests, please call the Canonical Affairs Office of the Archdiocese of Boston at (617) 746-5650.

